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Making Magic

Ecological Community in an Urban N eighborhood

v Dumie! Bartich, Robin Bayer, Hilary Hug,
David Schevme, and Foan Schwan

HAMDFLL OF I'WENTY-SUMETIINGS
wich dreams of & back-1u-the-land ecn.-
logical communiny reneed 3 post oflice
box in Pale Aleo, Californis in 17z,
W called vurselves Magic.

Like many of our peers in thar 2, we envisionad arv-
ing a hetle niche of sanity ineo what we ronsidered an
mereasingly insane socicty. We wanted sustaired, loving
friendships. We wanted 11 earn livelihond by adelressing
fundamental human concerns, We wanted tx discover how
we imight inore fully apply seology to live and die well,

Over the past 30 vears weive realived ar surpassed
many of owr early wspirations, Thongh we initially
(lanned to gather fricols, save maniy, by enunery land,
and move onto it ASAP welve—in DU Amazement —
suyed in che same urban Palo Ales neighberiood.

Crur aim here is 1o share soma of our expericnces of de
past thres decades. We want o Five YOu concrers exam-
ples of what's pussible in your own neighborhood, anl
encourage you Lo ro ahead and rreare CRTILANILY, rght
where you are.

Magic Today, an Orveiview

Five Magicians whn have fived and worke| together
closcly for periods ranging from 1o o moee than s TEArs,
plus two infants, necupy rwe small adjacent hores, We
trpically share chese with three ro five inreps whose
BERLres may vary from days oo years,

Four resident Magiciars generace livelibool by aper.
atingr a nenprofi public senace urgantzation called Magic,
where they demonsorare ways i apply ecology to furiher
common good. Former residents amil ather fong-term
ERTners, most of whom lve withm casy walking or hicy-

ching distance, alsa play ke roles in this venture, and
thauzands of peaple wha have supiporeed the nonprofiz
ofgamization forn an exronded public service community,

Residence, Then and Sow

dome of us began Irring togerher in to7z, We juinthy pur-
chased 2 house in 1956, Berween owo and 12 of nz have
resiched ar Magric for nearly @ 5 years. Dy ring the 1ggos,
wie've consistently hess s ne more,

At first we shared 2 home primartlv 1o conserve
tesnvrees and o enjoy the company of others similarly
toncemed abour personal healzh, sodal justive, and enyvie
ronmental quality. Within a fow years we realized much
of what we wanted +o rernedy in the world around us was
a muirrer of cur gwm beines, aml we began to Lok inwan
M Qften.

Living and working n close quarters, we neveal a grear
deal, As we grow more apprecrative of oiers' lowve and
mtellipence, we mlk snd Listen mose openly With practice,
we're beconing more adegt at sceing selt anid achers mure
accurately, und ar asaisong each other in doing so. Muost of
e now wicw this 45 2 prineipal Senefic aof living as we o,

Consensnal Livelihood

Ve incorporated che nonprofic Magic in Ty, and since
then have served more than 22,000 people dlireecly, and
many mare indirectly, From its inception we've used scgl-
agy, broadly defined, as o foundation aau ramewnrk, In
OUr programs we interwenve four themes—healch, CUOp-
eration, stewardship, and valucs iruquiry. We pereeive thees
to e fandamental issues of neas -universal voncern, and we
airn oo further comman intercs: b addressinge them,

Daniel Barvsch, Robin Haver. Hilary Hug, Duvid Seluam, apd
Juan Schwen have lrved and wirked ar Mayric for periods rang-
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Making Magic: Ecological Comtmuniey i an Urdan Neighborbosd

Monresidens Asaociates whe
cffer programs throngh Aag
may dmw personal compensacim
equal to the median wage in the
locale where they rugde, Mlagrie
residents who volunteer full-rime
tor the nonprofi CTEANIZANOT
receEve SUPEOTT similar tn thar
nffered by the US Pegee Clarps.
We're tud and atieloered: air 1nei-
dental EXDCnses are pzid, W ani
ble torecher medical care with, a
mixture of individwa! and ineg .
taonal resinroes,

Ecodngical Serdce L ommonnity

s v live, laugh, libor, lkarn, and
love wogether, we'—p snaping
dymantic sesvige CUMIEIR by il
Hoid houmilarics, This indesrnn |
partiersiip inclodes residenss,
ass0ciates, volunteers, dopnms,
clients, amd arhers wha ingeras imn
Magics nime to dernanstrate heow peunle may Tearn to
mcre cossistenly apphy ecalogy 1o Rarther eremen g,

Hundreds of peaple vis Magic for clusses, warkshops,
mencaring, medialton, o eetings, and parties carh Vemr,
Do a typical iy, five 1 16 visivors uin s for hnek op
supper. Magiv residenrs and azsociapes alse deliver sere-
1ees afl-sre 1o school, evernient, lusiness, nonprofin,
el tnelividuial cliengs.

With rthis crmbinating o
wEtEnsve public mierction we alrd diverse vpparoun;-
Mes L give to, receive from, wnd hetger underscan:d Mg la a8

anusually intmare g

Huw “Sve T | Want tn Bes

Magmcians anil chise whom we wrve hepedis trom syne-
s among residensal, velihocs), and serviee UM -
ties. At the sume time, eatdents especially walk 4 fine fine
to rnzech engagement in cack SHIUTIUILCY bey aer indivd-
wl tasres,

3ame have lale fon oy wsed i1 d home whors Zuests or
cther program partivizan s g ever present. Othars e
Pursuzd livelihocd oureide Maugic and felt less ClOnncered
@ these who serve fall-fme kenugh the nonproft,

Similarly, if we PUL ro@ inueh emphasis noon readifs
medsurable pohlic sepvice HIenines— vouths menred,
digputes mediated, trees plinzed, or classes tauphi—wyp
beenme Srangrers at home. If we dyel| excessively upan
relationships Among residents, we sacrifes SR ey
t dnteract wich, and coniribngte o, nrlers.

W see rapestedly |y Ly of us can shilt panems o pes-
sonal participation an:d seg| rpples of disturbanee throwsh
orhers’ lives, Aned werre sy distovering dhar as ap Emecenne

Magicans atter 4 weekly HAMMUNItY meobing, Auggst 1990,

Twirs pracoiced, we're bermer nhle anticpate diseemlibria,
nl resicre halanes belore thev become ma Larrre.

"Raddical” Megus =Ry

Some whe become nezreseed in Magic press for decails
abciue 3 specifi- PEiect, or about how we STruCCire g
DPLrace our residentiy] SOTUTWMILE UT Nemprafit orranizg-
non, Though we'rs Pleased to 1alk ahoyr jrogrims and
pelicies, we think we risk misleading if we respond to
HIGUEries about these withaot s mengoning aur philgs-
aphy and practices,

We perersve e eusthice of Magic oo be o commitrnen;
i pracdee ecology. When we sgid this in che ssriy ‘rog,
we meant the application of u ser of principles such as
recreling and EmEervation, Now we mean MOre Congis-
ently employing jn everyday living the came methed by
which prircples Jike reeveling and conservation were -
covered. This mechal inelydes halding ideas upen 1q
Question, and wsing oo senses and mther faculues =
them. Ry questiening and testing aur ideas, we diseere;
which we can e 1 fcvesstully (e, with herter than
rindom resyley Predict outesmes, and whch will e g
hasis far disappinnmens.

Using thiz methed. we're re_pgs rning the underpi-
MINES foar g Fivess, fur Lponsss o the questions, "W
do I wanr:” and “How cal I per what | waniz" By such
inouiry we'rp proving toward the roow of ot being—
nStruetons eoded in BEILES OF TrIrIng we recesny e zarly
w Jife absugt survival, reproduction, and menning. We're
sheddmng lusion, and learning 10 more often get what we
want aml want whar we've L

[
Ly

Muana Kivgley



Intencionsl Cmnuumfm: Whart Is It All About?

Melghoers broucht egether I Magic snjov the fraits of coocertion

Whar's the 12307

Magicians conew thar camnnty entats svolving ron-
rracta. however nformal. We'rs continnously probing
these “deals.” o imake chem more cxplicir and w assese,
“Is this what I wani o ask and offers”

We lick sulficient resources o realize cve T T
wildest dreams, si we've made mace-offs, TeeT e fearsmone
what we Consider UNROCCERSATY, CVan ||||r|j|:~-|_'|;;.__.|||.;-I aLe-
TLak trappings s that we may eniny grearer Sresdom

In 1980, Danel became suddenty 1l and was Aol
izcl for toodavs. During thal penod. womeonz from
Mame was with him ground the clock, anil members of
thee extemled Magic service cormmunity bese a path to his
door, A hospiral adivsnistraier wha volumrocrs wirh us
reported thar ourses on [Daniels wnit were pozzled.
“Whats the deai?” ther wanred to know. "Whe' tals
moneyless, jubless, ehildless, unmarhed. o hiry-somerhimg
that so many peonlz eare zhout s muck™

Some il us ascetice. We think we're hedoniss, As we
e more toward common good—with each crher and
with the world heyond—ws'-¢ cijeving lile more, By
cemumetrating snderacknowledged ronneeinns setween
pleasure 2nd more consistent atention o COMMON ifther
cal%, we're prompdng orhers w retunk ol restnctyrs
Lierr SuCLal ennimarts.

Begin Whiere You Are

Phizey vears apo, Mag ciang thewght of Paiu Alto as 4 way
stutiem, 3 plice o collees people and resnarces i snrc-
previon of reloczting 1o 4 mare rural set ting, Pars of aur
alratery was to begin nmedisrely o develop ad:Frianal
skills for creating aml sustaining COCPErIOYE COrnmunicy

26

0 our next Jocation,

Une snny June Saturday in g6
a8 we wripped wp a snsfiing nomng
ot ganlenmg ane gethered for hunch m
the dinine room of our newly pur-
chinsed home, & drver cavecied hi= can
aronnd the vorner and o passenges
iresd a bowde into the curb, As preces of
broken glass noochenal vato oar lab
mously double-dug aml freshly [lasired
raised Denls, Michacl asked, "5 this why
wi v hepe?™

Hifreen vears, 700z hours of
Mazienan life, dwmsands of hours of
ltfe trom hundewels of other jreople,
dezens of public restings. more than
1ce hours of public testimony, own
Lswsuits, one citv-wide hallut meas-
tre, and who knows how many hon
areds ol thuusands of dollars of cin
sezff saluries later. we'd convertad six
threugh streers oo cul-de-sacs. Daily
venicle entrice and et v var neighborhuod had dropped
From 13,000 m 30000 Resulents knew =ach ather betser
anul appreciared each ouber more. Mamnzzns Fad evolved
visien and selves 1o ke giant serides cuward cenlogieal
sommanity rizhewhere we wers.

Fiisd Crppormaniy i Thres

In 193¢, we receivad an ominous luoking regstered letrer
trom the Pale Alie Cig Artrsrney. Yep, we'd walated the
law—ly plaming mees! He urdered us to remove the
apimully sanlings, which we'dl put m a harren Space Hehyeen
sibewalk al stzeet onssidy our home, and he threstened
entorcement procecdings if we failal v comply

In the o vears since, we've sprarheaded 1w mayor-
appotntesd tree cask fores, suecessiully labhied For major
revision ol loval. scive, und narional povernmenr tree
pealicies, and sparred the creation of rree sdvocsoy orpan-
iracions i Palo Alto and more than 3 dozen ofqer Bav
Area civies and owns. We've argunized mors than 1a.0on
residents fo plant and marnrain nearly jooon mees dlong
soects, in parks, on upen-space lands, cn schoal arounds,
and in residenris]l and commercial landscapes. We've
writlen and disisbuced snfiware enaliing pe ople to ber-
ler furesee consegiences of differenc municipal wee
tmagement policies. pehished in the Fomrid of Frers,
Preseniiid Daers ac natinnal and mteroacinim confcE-
cnees, been feasured as netwark telewizion, wml tanrh
arany chousands uf penpls show the needs and benefics
al Irees,

Heaw did we do it? [+ s nueshell, through an ecological
approzch i community. Wath e sum of 2/l the oncon-
one relaricnships amang Magicians and others it wham
we've interscted toward che wohicvements lised ihienes,
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Weve creared @ community of mee 2dvecaoes, Again and
azainm we've asked, *Who else cares ar rigcht care alone
teest” “What common ground can we estahish wich
them:" “Haw can we rorether forther our shared inls?”
Abnost everynme we've sacountered wans e same
thinges. We're all b some extent mistaken shour s oo el
them. Chce senple takhe an eoologic appraac, admirring
Per uncertaingy, chszrving and reasoming o rmagining
towrether, we're much berer able suriender prejudice
nd miseoncrpticn. find commeon aoals, and reazh agree-
ment hoent haw 1o meve toward them,
We bave vor ve ind a besier sy Lo
ouild communin.

Listen o Onbers

In the carly years of Magics cuew
recesuen sl mee progrirs, long-lerm
resicents sronnd ws frequendy lanent-
ed the neighborhocds status as o for-
Fowen commer el the ame Syipathenc
elected officials advised us v gain polit-
wal clour by creating a forn associa-
tom. Though we werz sl plinning o
lewve: zown i shert order sl ad lintle desire o ke on
this razke, we veded b o bose arouml 1S WETS Siningg

In the swnmer of 1630, Maicins organized o pueme
attended by more than 1o residents o launch the Frer
green Park Neighbesheoo] Associaiog EPMNAL For oa
decade plus we shouldered a linns share of responsshilit,
penicdically susminiog the asociation when athers flagaed.

siner e early 1ggns, voung Lirmbies vave Aooded jiees
Everareen Mark. From theis ranks Hilire has recsuired
ancl tramed a new menzration uf EPNA lesders. 3 ow othi-
ers puilish the newslermer, organzze the snmal frienic, and
aemvely pemoe issues rangivg from school cuality, ro park
m .'|:i_‘_l'.-\.‘:.'|.:||||.::'. e cmergeney |:|]'|:|'|:I|'|--:'|r|:_‘-\_is_ A l_"|||!'.'n1,1'.".|.['__;'
rebirth s cinder way

Theeugh EPNA we've drawn neighbors trgether and
grven Soverniment officials reason 1o take us sericusly, We
know handreds of neighbers by name, and Magricians are
homased and respecien gs “peapls who made the neigh-
bochond better o vervone, "

The rewards of our Jeading role 1 FPNA exend far
beyond nerghborhood affies. Flected nfidals—samme of
whom now necupy county, state. and sven nations]
ufhee—and vity staff we've et in our (- pacity as FPWA
leadders have joined us in making Magic by :-:],..'_'-_lil_ulin_l_r pcr-
e processes for expansions and renovatiods, smd by
mwezremng wirk seprioe |'|r||'i:--'h

Remember 1o Dace

Anarchist Emma {inliliman 1s reported 2o have told same
uf her more somber colleagees, *1FT can't dance, ¥ou can
have your revolusion! " Lver & ATUTOAY CYETInE Ta Nt o

@&

Almost evervone we've
encountered wants the
satne things, We're all
Lo SOme extent mistaken

about how to get them,

of us honor Tmma with 1 covple hours of dancing and
music-makong, folowed by 5 podduck supper. Thess
RS 2ot regnlar appertunines for pargcipants in the
cxrended Mame communiry to play together,

When Mameoiane make music and il anee we're espe-
clally presenc, ang especially rraeful. Those of us who've
lived snd worked clisely far many vears cvidence in oui
celehratng the richnes of thewe chared prasts, (3uests join
s in exploring bow to be mare canng, genmng, and res-
subing 11 snch witings,

Slu!-' 'D:p-:n

In Fehruary of togz, we'd fust siond up
froms a Sunday residents’ meeting when
the phone rang. A lormer client was czll-
g Trem one of his nejgkbors’ humes, In
the yard outside, rmaore than 1 people
hal gatherea e procest a street clpsure
v the line beoween their neighbarhond
ind an wdjoimng town. An ANETY Con
tnecal of several dusen people were
threatenng to march smros cthe barder
ind wancalize property, The caller won-
ilered if a Magician mighe come divecily and explair how
we'd vsed sirees closwees e improve lile in owr are.

David hupped an a hike, Tiwente minutes larer fe was
sranding before an agitated crowd. Aler he deserihed the
Evergreen Park cxpurience, some lisceners reyuested
vngoung assistance. Frenmually, wich che endorsement of
all partiss, che legsdatars in the two local governments
whone constients were alfecesd contracted Magic tn
comdiecza puldis sducating prooram.

We soon heard curselves being called mediarers, 3
word with which we were cnly vaguely familiar, sven
though mediaticn wimed out 10 be how we'd Fomamelr
mesalved conflics an Magic from day one. With EEnETOus
guidance from profeasionals, waining sponsorcd hy o local
foundaticn, and experence mained in two decades of Liv-
g and working eooperagvely, we were able 1 enmtribugs
b 3 resalution supporeed by the cesidents of 8¢ nercent
of the approxinely r.oco directly affected hansehalds.
After reacing cutenseee newssaper coverage of the cos-
Mict and 1es muatvome. prospective clients were soan ring-
rg our phone aff the hook,

Since then weve mediaced hundreds of disputes, and
raught conflicr resolution skills 1o r'u11p|,n:5, lamulies,
emplaves groups, and school childrer. We've generated
substantal income for Magic, won a natiosal award,
varned 4 new identivy, and drasm diverss new patticipants
inte the Magic service cormmuniry.

Sravdd for Common Gaod

By pulblicly standing for benad incerests of humanking,
and levdeng words wich deeds, Magiciars provade a rally



Intenoenal Communite: What 1s It All Abours

Aoty disrusses Covelaenenl ol the Halo Al Comprebans s
fanvwoertea at Mage with a2l ravoral sk dorce meiber

ny podne for neher ri‘l-::lllgh'.lu.. i‘__ﬂ':llll'i-]‘.ll:'.]:'b_"|| insbivaciials
We've discoversd i owr leeale 2 lapre papulinian of such
olks. hungerng for partners in g careiully considered
approach o public serviee,

Lhne way we seand is by challenging lundamental iceas
bomg amid widely supporeed by the powerful. During
toot-ut Falo Ades Creneral Plan reveduns, Robin screed i
a maver-appointed advisory committer. The sole vodce
advocanng serer Bmite we hailding and [reing, she drew
dozens ol seople to city hall o tesafy, brosdensd the oublic
dscourse, and procded the cunsesznees ol thise mcluding
quite x few of her fellow commitee members—wha ii-
vatehy tomeeded that ey shared her vicws Tnrt arere wid -
ing e rist standing with her publicl. Tagiaduals wlhe
respected our stand during the reneral plin review process
have since sepaorted Maie in other wavs, or mken bolder
'.::'l-l'"l"; m "-:'E-l::' Iil.l'.ll [ B | i o k) -\.i|_"-..

Ben Franklin wrote, “The hast SETTILON §5 & 5__:.;.;||| EYHITL-
pie” As Magicians learn wo herrer align wond and sction,
othors are il'l;_-'p'.:l'l'.'d. te sland wich as. We loke gr walk
wherever we go. Even [hne. miinages _g:-[a.:}lmE 2l
“hatdieyele™ o kis wheelchaw. (e dav ¢ Sellow cvelis
|"J-”|‘-"5| o beside _I-,':-;||| and said. “Alver "-l'-l:ir.":'..' | arrive
an ot bike oo give taat calk oo o Ruorary, [ smrmes cnm
musing by bike, Uimin beoter shape than Uve beer siqee T
||.il:\.'lr!|'| l'.'l:lﬂ-::__,'\-t Basciall. Oar Famile bas saved mare than
"ruj:-:-':-:'u 1:-1.-' 5::”1'-_-_5 nur second can”

[nicgiute

since the mid-rglos, we've enzaged in vouth MENTOrng.

(B}
4

fenniks Rion

Inmnially we workea theough crurt referral BEOErams or
uther agencies. o 1280 we Lezran Magic Mentom Lking
velumtesr mentors, we've provided services Tor a Fes to

Moenc families, an: wikhout charre o those with Jess
muomey. Often we'll mentor someone 2ot stuonsly from
middle scnoel through high schoal.

The nominal objscmre of the mentoring reladonship
is usually improved academic performance, bur our over-
eching prrpose is te model an eculogical approach and
b mitivate yoaths ooees i Ths strategy has pruist hamid
some retarns. Mentzes have turned tailure 1o success ac
school, ot baie, a work, and moocher oewins, Some qave
developed wients fur writing, music, ur sports, Others
have fovad o cause ad warked diligently for it Many
have evidenced a newsonnd love of _carning and sense of
self-determination,

Through Mapic Menzors we rransfer wealth from
those with surplus to thase with Lsle. We provide vouths
aninteeraced learning cpportoniny from a cole mailel unly
i b vears thewr scior, We assasc chem in achaptane ta che
ENVITanmen ti—achnel, work, tamily, |.||'|=||r:r SUCIETF—in
which I'J".I'.‘}- are eirhedded. And we elici SLPEOrT for acher
Magic activities from cuose able sl WATITING T provide
i Lhe program mieht "sweeeel” withour sur being
aentive beooone or several of thess outcomes, bor we make
Lk stronger by integraing as we do, and all of them
cantribure to the evalutien of the Magc communities,

Urganic Meaps More Than “Pesticide-Free™

Mamie 15 crganic. We zrow omard cpportuncoe David
brokz a [nwt in the early 1oros Previously a dedicarcd
runnee, and suddenly unahle o ron or sven oo bicyele vig
ninssly, e earned o swim. In the process, he gained
wisights abour how aculis learn, and abour how 1 serm
farther, faster, wirh icss strain,

ears later. Cerinee was offering “lilestyle tune-aps™
tor preople who wanted posdanee in change. Tr 1gfie one of
her clisnzs, a Hl‘l'_'-':"-il-':i-l.". nmoduced David 1o a cardholo-
I:-.!i!ﬂ. |."L'li-|.'.‘ﬂ;|.['l.1ﬂ whie il in}ur::d a shonlder swimne.
David suggesred siroke technigue adjostments, The pain
disappearcd. VWith the cardiolngist spomsorship, Magic
tnitiared 4 swirn program for Stanford Tnoversity (aeulny
and siall,

Ower the next few vears, we tughe several hundred
Stamford affliaces, Tw of them, a plannes and @ arounds
mangrer, bocame ivterssted i a soudy o nabve Califormia
vaks on campas Lawls thee Enea, 3 Magric resident intern,
was performing. In gfs, cher rerained Maic oo mplemen
i nak C2FCTIeTatinn [FrUETam which combinues as we write,

Crher swim stilenrs noludad weban planming and civil
engineering facvlry. Thee provided sxper testimony and

estarch guidance for Magics neighborhood sireer
reclesign anil land planning projects, Sqll achers wers [y
ehelogists, psychiacrisis, and anthropologists. They'se
enamnseled and advised s as we'vp caplored our indiddual
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personaline: and group dynamics.

Ni:l'l'-'. ilEL'l'_'l' :"r"'igit hias meser iwaieil foar accades e thie
same neteaborhood, and has estzblished a reoutation for
pxcelience in diverse programs, such formitous conmes
nnns are commen. We're onsmely prosencee wich more
np TR Ees T erow sl develop than we can cormbure-
ably aceepi.

Tie ke the bwscof these, we aim o rernain nmensam-
bered By nignd idese showe who we will e or what we ol
do in the future We peeceive dia the less we insist wpon,
the eer we e o :I.:J:IJ:IL H!.-' '..:l-.in;' An {'i_‘{ll_.:lf_"_ll:'J.j—_|||'|l_'|'
ently 0 questoning—approack, we conanuously trans
crm Magic and verselves,

Do Gonmd to Be '|roes

All these savis vampE rabes of success and achievermesnt are
mly prart of cur sromy, W have anocher <ide, one 1nwhich
we've heapel disappointmens kigh.

1i-"i-"-‘:Tl'l'iT ."'-1:1 ric e wve heen -..L--:'-.-.lrhli. r.'|~_-']'__ '_l_"_d-.':-:.-ﬁ:'.':,
msensive, - humorel, . ngry, reckless, narrew-misded,
J‘ll.’.-'ugh'.ln:h.‘.. Lwew, muenmpetene, fearful, and moes, W
worked il'.l-'||.l-"-:|i"-'r-|:-'. Hved half-keartedle, ad teh LUy,
Arone pont v the lare 30808, we abandoic] shaze:dl vision
lor dnsdividual, and dwandled injusc o lew momchs om
cight resulenss o tam

We've sumenmes been ac odds with the worlid beyond
Mugic as well. We've made poor investrments, had our
pruperty vandalized, been tveatigated by agencies rana-
img from che local '|‘.I1.uj|.‘|i|'i: departmere to che U35 Postal
Service, and endured anenymioes threatenineg calls in the
middle of the mghs, dbscenities chouted a0 us oo the
serects, and noalicioos Tumors,

Welve bueen denied access to facilivies, Tod conrmses and
spraking enpagements canceled, seen elected officials
mamipulate public hearings o e our westmoeny, and
Peer stonewalled by S cirneni |.-||||,'-||_|:.'-;'|_-';i, We've st
theamands of tress oo -.1.|l.lu5_.:.'.|. I ||||-:‘.r|I'\1I and vandszls, medi-
pteil I:Ei'-'pl.Ttr!E AL visthlc |.l||.~\.i|".-:' effert, and waoched
pecpie we menoorad go o ol or even Bl chemselves,

ma ves, we've steinbled, ard we've fallen, Ve have
come of age iz 2o cra ol alienation, We've come o rether
Ml-practiced in the arts of cemmunice. Like mirty whi
stood [ crnmuon goud before us, we've hear cpposed
by el whe fear loss of previege. Like rany others who
irrovate, we've been resisted by chose why benedt from
ulhersnce to current wavs. YWe're o learming communine
S fomg as we keep fearning. failore 15 impossible, We can
anly gquiat er persise

Yes, W Canl

How many timas have vou exclaimed or heard someons
else proces:, "Somebudy ouzht to do somerkhing abou
thar.™ ard then go on to explain, "har Uioao . [rieed,
|:ll.1:-'.:r, |||_:-'.'.-:r.!|:'_-h_ ill-informed ' Whatve muatle 1'p‘f.'l;:_ri-'_' n

e g R
i

C i |

n
L

Tha next maireratioe ol Magicianz learns to cane for Lees,

large part by scizing these oppormnitics, Sure. we care
abour hig issues—heman numbers, environmenral izl -
iy, peace, justice, and sound informadon by which
address all of iese. We show thar we care by our every-
day actiuns in Pala Ao, Six sillion prople living dav-io-
day bave wrrived ur this momene and ogether we are all.,
as we write and you read. shaping the new.
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Dhsability and Ability: A Community Perspective
& Drsied Barooch

I'm 48. | fecl chronic pain. On a gond day T walk
mavhe a hundred steps. Some daya T venture out of bed
fr anly an haur ar so, Usually T st in o wheelchair,
Mot people consider me disalded.

Each of vs 15 g mix of dissbility and abibiz, Thooch
T may be Jess able than many w mndepencencly satisfy
material desires, I'm proving more able chan many o
empathize with vthers when they feel hardship, and oo
fee] content myself

I live and vedunteer with Magic, a residential com-
munity, working parmership, and nonprofit arganiza-
tion {see arncle in che first spedon). Beeanse Magiciang
aim for material simplicior and loving ennsciausnes,
I'm more valuahle kere than Tvie heen in price bomes
and workplaces.,

Fror e, leariing to see self aml nﬂ'u:'r'_-i TICe ACET-
rut I"'I".l' i"h- =1r|||'l.g l"I'II"' TTITST |1'i'H:E1|1T Bn f“-;]_rde
HKEH"I"“*‘ I::Ir .I'Iﬁ" T L] ]IE"I"I'I |'I.IE‘H.'F-|"I:I 'I.'r'ltl'l ]1.r_|1.'." muﬂ:h.[ CAall
cantmbarte e, amil heneft roam, this PrOaTess G0 ,".-_L:]R'l_:_

Far t':-:f.m:i'lr- T'mi ]'Il'E'nt']'bl::l‘l'_-.l_‘l_‘,llr'“ ren ol and drates.
ket l.1|::-n:-|'|'|1.' Tsnlf warr toe lomye to ask for considers-

tiom, amd then feel agtated when T do. Increasinghy

thongh, T remind people prompdy and calmly, and

they respond graciously. 1'm also learning to use ach-

ers' carelessness as a stimulus to be more considerate.

'lr‘-'hr:nl concentrate on modeling the tlmughtlulnm
I'm aRJLIIIE. I lvert less, others feel resssored, and all of vs beoome more ]r_'n.rm_n;

A bew years agra | h-:'[_pan grrovainyr carsh and locust trees from seed. Though doing this Yon my own
tme,” and nominally *pst for fun,” | secredy waneed to develop icinw o new Magic project. Snon 1 was
inpertuming ethers for assistanes, and comng corners in fulfilling commitments w peepare menls, host
gruests, anl menror vorneer Mapicians, T wanted to beliove tha | was able us initiave and estalifish # my
own”™ project independently, but as others questioned and 1 lisseaed w my own explanativons, 1reaized
that 1 was rebang heanly on ochers and subvering our commaon agenda, so 1 wounmd dowa the venture.

0§ course, in 3 healthful commumity environment cach person strikes o henzhicial balunce berween
arcepting others” views and advocanng for her or his own, What we'ne learning st Maogic, however, i
that more often than we proviously imagined we see each other mers ne L'IJI‘ITI.-'|1,' thun we see -q_'.l,]r';.,_]'r:_'g.,
We now think of stabbern eelusal o ..:II:IG."II.FWIEII:{\E this pattern us one of the most commeon, crppling,
:l..'“1.|ﬂ dE‘EUH.L-EIJ'.t “-\.{I‘\.I'I.I':IIII‘I‘I-E'_ and one of the |e'|‘-r ul]m:[tl:,u;,.

Despite my vwn contimning  a'beat waming resistance, I've bencficred enormously from athers”
hanest, loving pssessments, T'm far more confident, ardcolace, poised, relaved, knowledgeahle, con-
tent—even healthier in some ways-—than [ was when [ arrved ar Magic 20 years ago. And [ see how
others have benefiteed from my presence by becoming calmer, more loving, more peaceful, more grave-
fily and zenemally happier I look backerrard wach satisfacton and forwand with cothusizan.

Wharever vour abilities and disabilitics, there are opportunidces for you in conununity. May vou
enjey seatching for and creatine them!

Thie autlyar, 145y,




